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Resilience is an important quality in gardening that we 
usually take for granted. Gardeners and their plants need an 
abundance of it to keep doing what we do. I’m finding that it 
takes a very determined person to keep subjecting themselves 
to the abuse of fighting Mother Nature and all she throws at 
us. So far, 2018 has proven to be exceptionally difficult in this 
area of the northern hemisphere. 

April may have broken records for lower than normal 
temperatures in Arkansas, but May, June and July have been 
filled with excessive heat, drying winds, lack of rainfall and 
intense sunshine. It’s been a long, dry and trying summer, but 
I’m truly not trying to whine about it. Ok, maybe just a little. 

These summer conditions have forced several areas in 
the garden to seemingly slip into sleep mode with no visible 
life above the surface of the soil. Dormancy is not usually an 
issue for me in Central Arkansas, but a lot of the iris foliage 
turned brown and laid over early this year. I’m blaming it on 
the lack of anything resembling normal or average conditions. 
Perhaps things were drier than they needed to be at just the 
wrong time, but I didn’t see the problem in newer beds with 
soil that perhaps had more to offer the plants. One plus side 
to the plants being dormant is the layer of gray-brown foliage 
blanketing the ground. It is an excellent mulch that keeps 



down some of the weeds and shields the rhizomes from the 
heat of the sun. While I’d prefer not to see beds of dormant 
irises, I’m betting there will be limited effect on the bloom 
next spring. 

It does look like pod set was really good this year from the 
crosses I made. Now if I can just get the seeds to germinate 
and find room to hold them through the winter. Unfortunately, 
it’s also been a great year for weeds. They have responded 
to the harsh environment with a vengeance by continuing 
to sprout from seeds and seemingly germinate and grow 
overnight. While I try to think of hand weeding as a calming 
and meditative experience, that approach is usually short 
lived, and those peaceful Zen moments turns into full-on panic 
attacks. 

On the SLI front, Jim Leonard and Ron Betzer are working 
out the details for the 2019 Convention in Lafayette. There 
will be two days of tours. The Thursday tours will include the 
Botanical Garden in Baton Rouge which will allow us another 
look at the irises planted for the 2018 AIS/SLI Convention. 
Friday’s tours will be in the Lafayette area. More details will 
be forthcoming in the next issue of the Fleur. 

I’ve been remiss in acknowledging the donations made 
to SLI. It has been a privilege for me to be able to travel and 
share my enthusiasm for Louisiana irises with so many people 
over the last year. The fact that people or clubs choose to 
donate money to SLI after I’ve been there makes it an even 
more rewarding experience for me. 

Of course, we should all be continually trying to sign up 
new members! This quarter we had to drop 39 members for 
non-payment, even with plenty of notice given. Without new 
members, SLI has no chance to thrive as an organization. 

New irises should be arriving any day as the fall shipping 
season starts. Hopefully you all bought some new pretties to 
delight your gardening senses in 2019. 
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"Welcome" to our new Society for Louisiana Irises members: 


J.W. Yeager of Bremen, IN A. & D. Moriarty of Metairie, LA A. Parker of Washington, LA 

A. Hingle of Destrehan, LA K. Pastorek of River Ridge, LA R. Nelsm of Carrboro, NC 


Thank You To These Recent 2018 SLI Donors: 

• South California Iris Group in honor of Robert Treadway 
• Robert Treadway donation to general funds 


REQUEST FOR LOUSIANA IRISES 

Acadiana Chapter of the Society for 
Louisiana Irises Convention 
- Lafayette 2019- 

The Acadiana Chapter will host the Society for 
Louisiana Irises Convention April 4-7,2019. 
Hybridizers are invited to send guest rhizomes of 
recent introductions and seedlings of Louisiana irises 
under consideration for introduction. Please observe 
the following guidelines when sending guest irises: 

1. Up to 3 rhizomes of each variety will be accepted. 

2. Guest irises will be accepted August 15 - October 15,2018. 

3. Guest irises should be shipped to Ron Betzer, Guest Iris Chair, 
120 Adair Ln, Lafayette, La 70508. IMPORTANT, Please make 
contact with Ron before shipment to avoid any possible out of 
town situations. Cell: 337 315-0583 E-mail: r_betzer@yahoo.com 

4. The name of the variety or seedling number should be clearly 
marked on each rhizome. In addition, the following information 
should accompany each plant on a separate packing list: 

a. Hybridizer’s name and address 

b. Name or seedling number of the variety 

c. Height, color, and bloom season (EML) 

d. Year of introduction (if introduced) 

e. Type of iris (Louisiana or Spec X involving Louisiana irises) 

5. If a guest seedling is named, it will be the responsibility of the 
hybridizer to notify the Guest Iris Chairperson. Updates should 
include name and corresponding seedling number. 



SLI Annual Convention 2019 

- Lafayette, Louisiana: April 4-8, 2019 - 

*Hotel: Hilton Garden Inn, 2350 Congress St., 
Lafayette, La. (337-291-1977, group code= IRIS) 

^Thursday & Friday Tours: Louisiana Iris and 
alligators! New gardens to visit and adventures to do 

^Interesting speakers: 

-Growing Louisiana Irises, 

-Development of National Display Garden for 
Louisiana Irises 

-Effects of Coastal erosion on native iris habitat. 
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Meet the New Society for Louisiana Irises Board Members 


Three new members of the SLI Board of Directors were elected at the 2018 Convention in New Orleans. Charles 
Perilloux of Baton Rouge and Michael Reed of Dallas were chosen for three-year terms ending in 2021. Paul 
Pastorek of New Orleans was selected to fill a vacancy with a term ending in 2020. 



Charles Perilloux 


Charles will be familiar to those who are following the development of the Louisiana Iris 
Species Preservation Project. Updates on the project have been regular features in the Fleur for 
the past couple of years. 

Charles has been interested in gardens since he was a child growing up in Baton Rouge 
where there were wild Iris fulva in the ditch behind his house. He brought Iris brevicaulis with 
his family to North Carolina in 1976, and has been growing mainly species Louisiana irises ever 
since. He has also grown species-form hybrids such as ‘Black Gamecock’ and ‘Red Dazzler’. 

His other interest in Louisiana irises is hybridizing with the goal of obtaining a very 
late blooming red. Starting stock has included late blooming yellows such as ‘Cabildo’ and 
‘Everything That Rises’ from Patrick O’Connor, and late-blooming purples such as ‘Voodoo 
Queen’. It has been slow going, but he is making some progress and welcomes suggestions. 
Charles is a retired chemical engineer and his wife Kathy is a retired landscape architect. They 
have lived from Texas to Delaware and back and forth. They now live on 2.5 acres with a pond in 
Baton Rouge. They grow citrus, from Louisiana navel oranges to satsumas kumquats and limes 
- and also ornamentals such as camellias, azaleas, magnolias, daylilies and many native plants. 
Charles and Kathy have ten grandchildren scattered from Texas to Georgia. 



Paul Pastorak 


Paul is formerly a business attorney. As a public servant, he worked to rebuild quality 
schools in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina and now works in K-12 education to translate 
the successes in New Orleans to other parts of the country. In his spare time he enjoys his family, 
especially his three grandchildren. He has long been interested in native plants from all over the 
country. He has focused more recently on Louisiana iris of all kinds but has a special affection 
for preserving native irises in their wild environment. 

Paul has a particular interest in the Abbeville Swamp and the preservation of the rare 
irises that grow only there. He has made a number of trips to the swamp over each of the past 
several years, studying the environment, mapping iris locations, and taking many pictures for 
presentations to interested groups. 

Paul and his wife Kathy recently moved to a new home in River Ridge, a suburb of New 
Orleans. In addition to the move, he has been busy reestablishing his garden, building a large iris 
pond, as well as keeping his heavy work schedule. Paul is active in the Greater New Orleans Iris 
Society, of which he is a board member. 



Mike Reed 


Mike lives in Farmers Branch, TX, outside Dallas. He has been a gardener since grade 
school and has had a vegetable garden at every house in which he has lived. He has an extended 
garden at his current home and, in addition to vegetables, grows native plants, flowering shrubs, 
and a wide variety of perennials. 

Irises are the dominate perennial in Mike’s garden, and Louisiana irises are prominently 
displayed throughout. His beautiful garden has been a popular tour stop during the past two 
recent SLI and AIS conventions in Dallas. He tries to add new irises every year, as well as 
maintain old favorites. 

Mike has a B.S. in Electrical Engineering and an M.S. in Systems Engineering, both from 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas. He works for a company that makes imaging systems, 
a career which he enjoys but which requires long hours at work. He feels that this makes the 
time in the garden all the more enjoyable. 

Mike is active in the Iris Society of Dallas, of which he is a member of the board. He and his 
wife Mary Ellen have been married for thirty-five years and have two sons. 
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In Celebration of Older Forms 


The Editorial Committee thought this would be an interesting article to reprint from the 1998 Spring SLI Newsletter. At 
the time of initial printing , the article generated a lot of lively discussion , which we are hoping to continue. Not much 
information is availabe about Ms. Sharon A. Lipiec , except that she was from Spottsylvania, PA and president of the 

Fredericksburg Area Iris Society. 

I. A lament that the classic form of Louisiana Iris species is being 

hybridized away -by Sharon A. Lipiec 


While most people march forward, I seem to always be 
retreating backwards. My affinity is for smaller-flowered 
plants instead of the ostentatious, overpowering blooms that 
most hybridizers seem to be producing today. They hail the 
new genetic strides that give us tetraploidy, vivid new colors 
and loss of scent. Allow such as ‘Godzilla’ (Durio '87) into 
my garden? I think not. I first heard of this introduction on a 
garden tour when a woman commented that her young son was 
demanding it. What does that tell you? Or what about blooms 
so large and full it's impossible to distinguish from a Japanese 
iris? 

I really become chagrined seeing the photos of the new 
Louisianas we are being asked to make room for. They are 
losing their identity when one thinks of their original habitat. 

I picture waterways and bayous with droning insects and bird 
life (throw in an alligator) fluttering around in the hot sun. But, 
as with everything else in the world today, we are ’’destroying” 
what was - all in the name of progress. 

Gatewood Gardens no longer produces a catalog, which 
is really a pity when one sees what was offered in 1993. Since 
I had planted their offerings in an earth pond that got out of 
hand while I was resident overseas, this past fall I set out 
to rescue these from the overgrown grasses. Did I say fall? 
Actually it was December and I really felt guilty seeing one- 
inch starts peeking between great grass clumps and insinuated 
between boards I had laid down around the edge years back 
that had rotted. Pulling plastic bins from my closets I planted 
them, filled them with water, and covered them with mulch, 
putting them on my slope. Each start in a different bin will 
give me a chance to match them with the descriptions from 
the original catalog and order I still have, and name them. I 
am hoping they are ‘Ruth Holleyman’ (Holleyman ’54), ’Bout 
Midnight’ (Dunn '88), ‘Clara Goula; (Arny 75) and ‘Black 
Widow’ (MacMillan '53) among a few others. Here in late 
January, they are green and growing. Hardy little things, aren't 
they? 


My first idea had been to send for new plants of these, but 
lo and behold, very few gardens carry any of the older ones 
while "making room” for new introductions. From around 
here I did manage to scrounge my absolute favorites ‘Clyde 
Redmond’ (Arny 70), ‘Red Dazzler’ (Hale '69), ‘Harland K. 
Riley’ (MacMillan 70), ‘Black Gamecock’ (Chowning 78), 
and ‘Mac’s Blue Heaven’ (MacMillan 70). I did 
manage to order a few more oldies from Lone Star Iris 
Gardens but was informed he would be offering less while 
preparing for the National Convention at Dallas in the year 
2000 . 

There is really no place to go around my home to view 
Louisianas, and they are all but non-existent on the local show 
benches, blooming just after the TBs here. One year I placed 
an order with Comanche Acres Gardens for a "package” to 
see some others. I stood staring blankly at the penetrating 
large, lemon ruffled flowers of ‘Sunny Angel’ (Rowlan 90). I 
preferred ‘Red Echo’ (Rowlan '84) to the faded red of ‘Bayou 
Dawn’ (Rowlan ’93). All in all the stocky "ruffled” look of 
some flowers did not pique my interest. Mary Dunn's ‘True 
Reward’ is another that leaves me with an impression of "fat” 
and jarring in the landscape. These are definitely the type that 
will slowly be removed from my garden. 

I assume most people prefer these today or must have 
them for show. Well, there is no accounting for taste and I 
sincerely hope some gardeners will save a diverse variety 
of old ones. My plea is for flowers to be what they are sup¬ 
posed to be: a Louisiana a Louisiana, a Japanese a Japanese, a 
Siberian a Siberian; at least enough to be able to recognize it 
as such. 

Give me the grace and beauty of the tall, narrower-petaled 
varieties that nature provided. Striving for hardiness and a little 
stronger substance is fine, but heaven keep us from gigantism 
and color combinations that send self-respecting bees flying 
drunkenly away in shock and disapprobation. So sayeth an 
aging dinosaur in the approaching millennium! 
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II. Changing Forms and Fashions - Hybridizers have produced many 
improvements while retaining the diversity of Louisiana iris forms. 

~ Response & Photos by Kevin Vaughn 


First, let me say right from the start that I'm one of those who appreciate ALL 
forms that occur in the Louisiana iris. The spidery blossoms of 'Black Widow’ were 
one of my favorites when gardening in Massachusetts in the late 60’s and early 70’s, 
and it remains a favorite today. In fact, I registered a bright red version of this plant, 
named 'Arachnophobia’. It was one of the most remarked on iris in my patch for 
several seasons, so the enthusiasm for this form of iris is definitely out there in the 
gardening public. This hybridizer has certainly taken this signal to increase this type in 
his hybridizing program. 



When I first read the comments of Sharon Lipiec concerning her dislike for the directions in shape and coloration in modem 
Louisiana iris hybrids, I felt that a somewhat counter view must be expressed. 


‘Black Widow’(McMillan, 1953) 




What has all this hybridization brought forth then? If we compare the older iris 
with the newer ones, several things have become strikingly better. First, almost all the 
newer hybrids have better substance. The blooms on most of the new hybrids last 3-4 
days in my climate, whereas some of the older cultivars fold their blossoms in just a 
single day. Branching and bud count is also improved, with up to 14 buds on a stalk 
in cultivars such as 'Beale Street’ and 'Koorawatha’. Older cultivars tend to have two 
buds in the terminal and one at each other bud position. Although harder to measure, 
it appears that the new cultivars have a much greater density of blooms and in general 
more compact clumping habit. The blooms are often larger and with more elaborate 
ruffling, and the leaves of modern cultivars are virtually never affected by msts. Colors 
are much improved in clarity and sunfastness. I think we have done very well in 
improving almost every aspect of the Louisiana iris from the swamp wildflower it once 
was. 


‘Arachnophobia ’ (Vaughn, 1997) 


Louisiana iris is one of the few iris groups where wide diversity of forms is still 
cherished. I grow doubles, cartwheels, tailored, pendent-forms and spiders all with 
my round ruffled things. The variety in forms tends to increase interest in this flower, 

not diminish it. I certainly do NOT 
want them to look all like species and I 

really don’t want them all to be round and ruffled either. In bearded iris lines, 
some are so cookie-cutter perfect that only the color changes from cultivar to 
cultivar. Louisiana iris certainly do not fall into this category. Breeding lines 
are so divergent that small compact plants from Richard Morgan and giant 
tetraploids of Joe Mertzweiller give one a gamut of plant types rare in any of 
the iris groups. There is something for everyone, although, as Sharon noted, it is 
increasingly difficult to obtain some of the older cultivars. 


What modern Louisiana irises share with their swamp ancestors is the basic 
plant habit. Louisiana irises have an impressive mound of evergreen foliage 
from which emerge the blooms. As I look out in my patch now just before 
bloom, the mass of them is an impressive statement of greenery. I can’t tell round 
and ruffled from spiders at this point. Since this is a major reason why gardeners want these plants, I think we haven’t marred the 
basic plant we knew as a swamp wildflower. We’ve just made certain aspects of them better and have increased the variety. 


‘Beale Street 9 (Vaughn, 1996) 


As I was reading that issue of the SLI Newsletter while watching the news, a commercial for one of the major automobile 
companies appeared, and it sparked an analogy as to what has happened in Louisiana iris and the automobile industry. Certainly 
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‘Dick Sloan 9 (Vaughn, 2008) 

Kevin Vaughn is one of the preeminent hybridizers of Louisiana 
irises and also other iris types and non-iris plants. This article 
appeared originally in the SLI Newsletter in Summer 1998 when 
Kevin lived and gardened near Greenville, MS. He has since 
retired and moved to Oregon. He was author in 2015 of Beardless 
Irises: A Plant for Every Garden Situation. His Louisiana irises 
have won many awards, including the Mary Swords DeBaillon 
Medal for ‘Red Velvet Elvis \ 


6 Magenta Madness 9 (Vaughn, 2009) 


everyone was impressed with the Model A ? s and T's of the 1920's, but it 
certainly would've been suicidal for Ford Motor company to stay with such 
a design to this day, not to mention the lack of color variation! (Would 
you want all your Louisiana iris to be black?) Still, we can be impressed 
in an antique auto show with the quality of this vehicle and into what it 
developed. Today's autos offer a tremendous amount of variety, much as the 
Louisiana iris market offers that same variety. Along the way, some things 
were introduced that didn't prove popular, the Packard and the Edsel come 
to mind. We may have introduced a few Packards or Edsels onto the market, 
but I think the SLI membership is savvy enough to realize what the plants in 
this class are and let them go silently into obscurity. 


As a further note, I belong to one other plant society which has done 
little to promote hybridization and improvement, but rather fosters simple 
evaluation and study of the species. Enthusiasm for this group of plants is 
high but, because of the narrow-minded view, new hybrids are not promoted, 
and hybridizers in this group work in virtual obscurity. The society has not 
grown much from its inception, and a whole potential market is left basically 
out. Many hybridizers have left this group in protest. Most gardeners want 
to try something new and improved, and it is the hybridizers that bring this 
excitement to the group. SLI has been smart to encourage new developments 
so that, even with the small number of Louisiana iris hybridizers, great 
progress has come to our favorite flower. 


I also love the "classic" form of Louisiana irises. However, I do not "dislike" the 
new irises that are being introduced, except for any iris that is so ruffled that the bloom 
cannot open. I also grow a lot of the "historic" irises, so maybe that has helped form 
my opinion. 'Dixie Deb' (Chowning, 1950) is certainly a great example of the "classic" 
form, and yet it still wins awards in iris shows. There are a few hybridizers out there 
who are working on the older forms and introducing new irises that would meet the 
definition of "classic" form. 

I think there is room and place for both, old and new. It does bother me that few 
people are interested in the "historic" Louisiana irises, and this forces nurseries with 
limited space to devote that space to the new and great introductions, leaving little room 
for the historic iris. 


-Ron Killingsworth 
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LOOKING BACK -And What Did I Discover? 

-Story & Photos by Heather Pryor 


As a hybridizer, I have spent many hours researching 
the background of named Louisiana iris cultivars to try to 
determine where a specific trait (be it color or some other area 
of interest) may have first appeared in a cultivar’s heritage. In 
doing so, I have discovered that the most important aspect of 
hybridizing is not necessarily the actual creation of the new 
cultivar, but the understanding of how the cultivar came about. 
This cannot be clarified unless the hybridizer in question keeps 
good and meaningful records. 

As a hybridizer, I like to be able to see where any new 
‘fad’ originated, so that due deference and recognition can be 
given where it is due to a former hybridizer’s work and efforts. 
In this case, I have a keen interest in the early US-based 
Louisiana iris hybridizers who sent plants to Australia. 

There is very little interest for me with the original 
collectors. Those folk may have added new options for 
hybridizers to use, but they were often scant with useful 
location information or descriptions of their prizes obtained 



from the wild. This is a sad fact of Louisiana iris history 
which cannot be undone, re-done or rectified. For twenty or 
so years after Small called attention to the irises and excited 
the collectors, “discovery” was the mindset. The need for 
documentation for the hybridizers to come was just not 
imagined. The interest was in wildflowers and finding rare 
and pretty things for gardens. It took years for early, organized 
hybridizing programs for form. No doubt more could have 
been done at that point to capture knowledge about collected 
irises, but that generation is long gone and there is no one to 
talk to. 

While the collectors brought wild plants into the domestic 
garden scene and, in doing so, created an interest in the wild- 
grown plants by regular gardeners (like us!) around the world, 
their sad lack of sufficient data makes it almost impossible to 
truly understand the heritage of the originally-collected plants. 
Collected cultivar descriptions like ‘white self, found near 
Uncle Ben’s bam’ has left our Louisiana iris heritage with 
large gaps. 

While some of these originally collected plants are still 
available in their original form for us to see, many have fallen 
by the wayside - and taken their true history and heritage with 
them. From a practical point of view, we know that if an iris 
is red or if it is blue, certain species had to be there in the mix. 
If it has a zigzag stem, then brevicaulis probably was at work, 
and so on. If a better job of documentation had been done in 
those early years we could fill a few gaps, if only about the 
irises that were prominent in the backgrounds of cultivars used 
extensively for hybridizing. 

Current hybridizers, on the other hand, really do have an 
obligation to provide as much information about their newly 
registered cultivars as they can. Folks, we need to think about 
how things will be in 50, 60 or 70 years from now when we 
put pen to paper on an iris registration form! But I digress ... 

In order to understand how Australians became interested 
in growing and ultimately hybridizing Louisiana irises, I 

Heather Pryor and Dr. John Betts, with the Pryor iris 6 For Dad\ 
which was the inaugural winner of the John Betts Medal of the Trial 
Garden Awards of the West Australian Region of the Iris Society of 
Australia (ISA). Dr. Betts is a prolific Australian hybridizer who has 
contributed numerous articles to SLIpublications and whose irises are 
popular in the U.S. as well as in Australia. ISA sponsors an interesting 
trial garden system in which hybridizers ’ new plants are grown 
anonymously and receive an independent evaluation by judges. 
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have been undertaking specific research into the first decade 
of registered Louisiana iris cultivars from Australian-based 
hybridizers to try to ascertain from where some of the more 
modern traits exhibited in modem Louisiana irises may have 
come. 

The first Louisiana irises made their way to Australia 
in the early 1950s when Mr. Royce Spinkston (from South 
Australia, who went on to be the first national president of 
the Iris Society of Australia) commenced a decade-long 
correspondence with Caroline Dorman. Shortly thereafter Dr. 
Gordon Loveridge and then Mr. Robert Raabe (from New 
South Wales) started to import rhizomes from the USA. 

While Mr. Spinkston had a life-long love of irises in general, 
he never registered any Louisiana irises, but his influence is 
still visible today. 

Did you know that Australians have been members of 
the SLI since 1950? This is a little-known fact which must 
underline our Aussie interest in all things relating to Louisiana 
irises for just on 70 years. It’s not a bad legacy! 

The first Australian-bred Louisiana iris was registered 
in 1974 by Dr. Gordon Loveridge of NSW. ‘Arafura Sea’ 
has a registered parentage of Chowning ‘Gold Top’ seedling 
X Chowning seedling. Apparently it was a pretty red self, 
but it was not used again for hybridizing. A sad fact remains 
that many of the Loveridge introductions had untraceable 
or unclear parentage - and most were not used for further 
generational cultivar releases or registration. Most came from 
either Chowning or Claude Davis progeny. So, how did that 
come about? 

The references made here relating to parentage of cultivars 
comes from the official AIS encyclopedia records and 
registration details. In many cases, these are the only records 
available. 

My research efforts to date (involving extensive 
correspondences with the greater Spinkston and Loveridge 
families) has not brought to light a listing of the possible 
Chowning cultivars sent to Australia to achieve ‘Arafura 
Sea’. Perhaps there is something in the US-based Chowning 
personal records which would bring some light to this quest? 
My quest continues! 

A little later in that same year, Mr. Robert Raabe (himself 
a US-born scientist who chose to move to Australia for work) 
also took up the challenge and registered ‘E.H. Martyn’. 

This golden yellow self with chartreuse hafts has a registered 
parentage of ‘G.W. Holleyman’ X Mertzweiller seedling 
62-137. The cultivar was released by Victoria’s Tempo Two 
nursery in 1976. 


‘E.H. Martyn’ was involved in the parentage of seven 
registered offspring from hybridizers Raabe (AU), Sloan 
(USA) and Chenoweth (USA) over the following decade. So, 
it’s apparent that ‘E. H. Martyn’ made its way back to the USA 
not long after it was released. 

My research efforts to date have not been able to trace Mr. 
Raabe’s current abode here in Australia. I have telephoned 
every ‘R. Raabe’ noted in our national white pages - but to no 
avail. Perhaps he has moved back to California? Perhaps there 
are records held by the Mertzweiller family which can provide 
greater information relating to the ‘seedling 62-137’ reference 
in the parentage? My quest continues! 

Many of the Loveridge and Raabe cultivars registered in 
the 1970s involve parentage noted as ‘Claude Davis seedling’, 
‘Chowning seedling’ or ‘unknown’. My quest continues! 

Other than the ‘G.W. Holleyman’ reference in Raabe’s 
‘E.H. Martyn’ (1974), the next Australian-bred Louisiana 
iris with a named cultivar noted in its parentage was Raabe’s 
‘La Perouse’ (1975) where ‘Clyde Redmond’ was selfed. 

This cobalt-blue self was introduced in 1976 by Tempo Two 
Nursery in Victoria and has been used in the parentage of four 
cultivars by Dr. T. J. Betts (AU) up to a decade later and by 
Robert Raabe himself. 

Fast forward to the mid-2000s when my husband, Bernard, 
registered a lovely shorter-growing, pale blue self ‘Blue 
Mountain Mist’. This charming cultivar has been highly 
regarded and even received the high accolade of a Mary 
Swords DeBaillon Medal in 2016. Its registered parentage is 
‘C’est la Mote’ X ‘Swirling Waters’. 


An effort to unveil its full parentage did not go smoothly. 
To make things easy to see and understand, I wrote out its 



6 Blue Mountain Mist’(B. Pryor, 2006) 
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entire parentage until the records indicated “unknown”, 
“collected” or a specifically named species in the registration. 
For clarity in my own records, I then allocated a color to 
‘unknown’ references in its parentage, another color for 
‘collected’ and another color for ‘species’ references. The full 
parentage details are noted below. 

The summary revealed ‘C’est la Mote’ has 40 percent 
unknown or unrecorded parentage, 20 percent named species 
parentage and 40 percent collected parentage. -‘Swirling 
Waters’ has 50 percent unknown or unrecorded parentage and 
50 percent collected from the wild parentage. 

I find it very sad that a lovely modern Louisiana iris 
cultivar which has been given the AIS MSD Medal has an 
ultimate parentage of ‘unknown/unrecorded X collected from 
the wild’ - with no further records or details available. 

Similar research was done for my own lovely re-blooming 
cultivar ‘For Dad’. While this cultivar was not eligible for AIS 
awards, it was the inaugural winner of the “John Betts Medal” 
for hybridizing excellence awarded by the West Australian Iris 
Society’s Trial Garden competition in 2006. The registered 
parentage of ‘For Dad’ is ‘Gladiator’s Gift x Designer’s 
Dream’ - which are two well respected Australian-bred 
Louisiana irises with a high pedigree down the John Taylor 
lines, which in turn go back through the Charles Arny lines and 
then go back even further sadly into Louisiana iris ignominy, 
thanks to poor record keeping by earlier collectors. I applied 
the same colour-coded strategy so that eventual parentage 
could be easily revealed. 


The summary revealed ‘Gladiator’s Gift’ has a 40 percent 
unknown or unrecorded parentage, 20 percent named species 
parentage and 40 percent collected parentage. 

‘Designer’s Dream’ has 50 percent unknown or unrecorded 
parentage and 50 percent collected from wild parentage. 

These are the same background percentages for ‘Blue 
Mountain Mist’ - but the actual parentage is quite distinctly 
different for the ‘For Dad’ cultivar. I suspect that research into 
parentage of most modem Louisiana irises will reveal a similar 
result. I hope that I have made a point here. 

While we cannot always go back and provide additional 
information about historic cultivars, we CAN do something 
about how effective current and future registration details are 
made by current-time hybridizers. 

Similarly, my research into the names and/or identity of 
cultivars used for these current and historically important 
Australian-bred, ground-breaking cultivars will continue. My 
goal to obtain more details relating to the tme parentage details 
from the original hybridizers who first sent Louisiana irises 
to Australia from the 1950s to the late 1970s will continue in 
coming months. 

The purpose of this article is to record research currently 
undertaken to date to uncover more information relating to 
the outstanding and selfless efforts of Frank Chowning and 
Claude Davis, in particular, by sending either seed or live 
plants to Australia from the 1950s to the late 1970s. Their 
efforts formed the “ground zero” for what has been achieved 
in hybridizing in Australia since. Other well-known and 




The parents of 6 Blue Mountain Mist’: ‘C’est la Mote’ (Dunn, 1988), Left and 6 Swirling Waters’ (H. Pryor, 2001), Right 
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respected hybridizers, like Joe Mertzweiller and Charles Amy, 
followed shortly behind those trailblazers and their generosity 
and supportive efforts will become another stage in this 
interesting research. 

I will continue to make efforts to uncover more details 
relating to the potential parentage of the first Louisiana irises 
registered by Australian hybridizers. I would welcome the 
input and records of any hybridizer who could help to shed 
greater light on the current gaps in our collective Louisiana iris 
heritage records. 

I would like to record my thanks to the AIS Librarian, 

Mr. Dave Silberberg for providing a plethora of articles and 
other information from AIS Bulletins and magazines covering 
the last 80 years; fellow SLI member Mr. Rodney Barton 
for providing a 30-page document covering the last 80 years 
of AIS publications from which Mr. Silverberg was able to 
provide historical material; fellow SLI member Dr. Kevin 
Vaughn for his invaluable input, support and his generosity in 
making his own research records available for confirmation 
and/or edification of my research; fellow SLI member Mr. 
Harry Wolford for providing some valuable photographic 


records to assist with identification of specific historic 
cultivars; and lastly fellow SLI and ISA member and Louisiana 
iris pioneer hybridizer Dr. T. John Betts for his historical 
insight, photographic records and general support. 

It is my hope that this article will: 

• Give somebody who may have access to or information 
relating to the Claude Davis and/or Joe Mertzweiller’s 
hybridizing records an opportunity to have those records 
used in another purposeful way 

• Give somebody who knows the current whereabouts of Mr. 
Robert Raabe an opportunity to let others know of his 
current situation 

• Give all SLI members an opportunity to grasp a greater 
understanding of how Australians have played a part in the 
hybridizing of our favorite iris plant form 

• Make all SLI members aware of how important it is to ensure 
that records relating to our favorite iris plant are kept for 
posterity. 



“BLUE MOUNTAIN MIST” PARENTAGE 

Registered Parentage: Cest la Mote x Swirling Waters 

= collected from wild, = named species, = unknown/unidentified seedling 

G1 Parents 

1988 

Cest la Mote: 

Mikal x Clara Goula 

G1 Parents 

2001 AU 

Swirling Waters: 

Alicia Clare x 9/93-N Nutcote sibling 

G2 Parents 

1980 

Mikal 

Myra Arny x Unknown 

G2 Parents 

1975 

Clara Goula 

Charlie’s Michele x ruffled white seedling 

G2 Parents 

1996 AU 

Alicia Clare 

Volcanic Wildfire x Spanish Ballet 

G2 Parents 

Unreg AU 

Nutcote sibling 

Sinfonietta x 16/90-1 (Koorawatha x Alluvial Gold) 

G3 Parents 

1969 

Myra Arny: 

Louise Arny x Mistis 

G3 Parents 

1969 

Charlie’s Michele 

Wheelhorse x W.B. MacMillan 

G3 Parents 

1994 AU 

Volcanic Wildfire 

Gladiator’s Gift x Desert Jewel 

G3 Parents 

1991 AU 

Spanish Ballet 

Dazzling Star x Watch Out 

G3 Parents 

1984 AU 

Koorawatha 

Dural Charm x Clara Goula 

G3 Parents 

1986 AU 

Sinfonietta 

Bethany Douglas x Sdlg. (Clara Goula x Gatewood Princess) 

G3 Parents 

1991 AU 

Alluvial Gold: 

Dazzling Star x Watch Out 

G4 Parents 

1978 AU 

Bethany Douglas 

Clyde Redmond x self 

G4 Parents 

1979 

Gatewood Princess 

Dick Goula x Clyde Redmond 

G5 Parents 

1970 

Clyde Redmond 

Puttytat x Snow Pearl 

G5 Parents 

1973 

Dick Goula 

New Offering x W.B. MacMillan 

G6 Parents 

1958 

New Offering 

Flat Top x 1. Giganticaerulea (Claude Davis registrant) 

G7 Flat Top 

1953 

Flat Top 

Unknown x Unknown (Claude Davis registrant) 


Although ( Blue Mountain Mist’ is the product of excellent record keeping going back six generations, 
the lack of recorded information in the early years injects a large element of the unknown into its 
lineage that ripples forward, as reflected in the predominant red and green colors in the chart. 


Be sure to notify the treasurer of any change in address. 
The USPS will NOT automatically forward your 
Fleur de Lis to your new address. 
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THE MARY SWORDS DEBAILLON MEDAL 
- Louisiana irises (Total votes cast = 143) ~ 

32 DEJA VOODOO (Patrick O'Connor) 



DEJA VOODOO 


Runners Up: 

24 Dark Dude (Ron Betzer) 

18 Michigan Belle (Jill Copeland) 

17 Edna Grace (Heather Pryor) 

16 Blue Splatter (Wayland Rudkin) 

3 Lafayette Moon (Hooker Nichols) 

LA AWARD OF MERIT (Total votes cast = 252 ) 
59 When Pigs Fly (Patrick O'Connor) 

49 Watermelon Wizard (Hooker Nichols) 

Runners Up: 

39 Melody Wilhoit (Hooker Nichols) 

19 Lady Of Lometa (Jim Landers) 

12 Ride For Dixie (M. & J. Wilhoit) 

II Katrina Dog (Patrick O'Connor) 

II Texas Toast ("Joseph Mertzweiller, deceased, by 
Marie Caillet'') 


HONORABLE MENTION (Total votes cast = 285 ) 
26 Who’s Ya Mama (Joseph Musacchia) 

19 Aqua Velva (Kevin Vaughn) 

17 Peach Sorbet (Joseph Musacchia) 

16 Heartbreak Warfare (Hooker Nichols) 

Runners Up: 

14 Claire Fontenot (Patrick O Connor) 

14 Mariners Hymn (Hooker Nichols) 

12 Everything That Rises (Patrick O Connor) 
12 Late For The Party (Joseph Musacchia) 

II Changing Shadows (Pat M. Norvell) 

II Cone Of Uncertainty (Patrick O Connor) 

II Little Gangster (Hooker Nichols) 

II Valentine Passion (Hooker Nichols) 
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MICHIGAN BELLE 


EDNA GRACE 


BLUE SPLATTER 


MELODY WILHOIT 


LAFAYETTE MOON 


WHEN PIGS FLY 


DARK DUDE 



LADY OF LOMETA 


RIDE FOR DIXIE 


KATRINA DOG 


TEXAS TOAST 





CLAIRE FONTENOT 


MARINERS HYMN EVERYTHING THAT RISES 



HEARTBREAK WARFARE 



LATE FOR THE PARTY 
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CHANGING SHADOWS 


CONE OF UNCERTAINTY 


LITTLE GANGSTER 


VALENTINE PASSION 



How the AIS Garden Awards System for Louisiana Irises Works 

Awards for Louisiana irises begin with Honorable Mention, followed by the Award of Merit, and 
ultimately by the Mary Swords DeBaillon Medal. Annually, AIS presents AIS Accredited Judges with 
a ballot containing irises eligible for all awards. Irises that are registered with AIS and introduced are 
eligible. "Introduction" occurs when the iris is offered for sale, as documented to AIS. The awards 
system is designed to (I) place decisions in the hands of individuals trained in the standards for judging 
irises and (2) to spread the process over sufficient time to make observation of the plants possible. 

Honorable Mention (HM) . Louisiana irises become eligible for the HM award the third year following 
introduction. The top ten percent of vote-getters among eligible irises on the ballot are awarded the 
Honorable Mention award. 

Award of Merit (AM) . Irises given the HM award become eligible for the Award of Merit beginning in 
the second year after receiving the HM. They remain eligible and on the ballot for up to three years. 
Judges may vote for two eligible irises (or up to ten percent of those eligible) and two irises (or up to ten 
percent of those on the ballot) are awarded the Award of Merit each year. 

Mary Swords DeBaillon Medal (MSP) . Beginning one year after receiving the Award of Merit, an iris 
is placed on the ballot for the MSD Medal. The Medal is the highest award given to a Louisiana iris 
exclusively. An AM winner can stay on the MSD ballot for up to three years. Only one iris can win the 
Medal annually. 

The Dykes Memorial Medal. The Dykes Medal is the highest award for irises of any type. Irises winning 
a "Special Medal”, such as the MSD Medal, become eligible for the Dykes and remain on the ballot for 
three years. A Louisiana iris is yet to win a Dykes Medal. 
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Registrations & Introductions of Louisiana Irises, 2017 

The following list was provided by John I. Jones and Joanne Prass-Jones, Registrar-Recorders of the American Iris Society. It is a subset of 
all Registrations and Introductions of irises submitted to AIS, and each appears in an online database available to electronic members. The 
entries are unnofficial in that some of the information may subsequently be corrected by the Registrar-Recorders. The descriptions also are 
included in the SLI Louisiana Iris Checklist CD, which is available for sale as described in the Storefront that appears elsewhere in this issue. 
*See below for a key to interpreting the entries and an explanation of the significant additional information- and pictures- in the Checklist CD. 


ACADIAN SKY (Joseph Musacchia, R. 2017). Sdlg. 08-05-06. 
LA, 35-36” (89-91 cm), M. S. and style arms lavender-blue; F. 
same, green line signal outlined in deep purple. Tchoupitoulas 
X Queen Jeanne. Louisiana Iris Gardens 2017. 

AUTUMN PIROUETTE (Hooker Nichols, R. 2017). Sdlg. 15-6S. 
LA, 30” (76 cm), M-L. S. mauve-pink, washed beige, deeper 
rose-pink lines throughout, ruffled; style arms mauve-pink 
edged yellow; F. deeper mauve-pink edged beige, gold steeple 
signal; tailored form. Valentine Passion X Acadian Debutante. 
Hillcrest 2017. 

BAD MOON RISING (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 11- 
21B. LA, 34” (86 cm), ML. S. burgundy-red; style arms same, 
tips lighter, cream-white center ridge; F. darker burgundy-red, 
irregularly edged yellow arrowhead signal. Mothership X 
German Coast. 

BLUE MOON RISING (Hooker Nichols, R. 2017). Sdlg. 17-32. 
LA, 30” (76 cm), E-L. S. blue, edged beige, yellow radiating 
lines throughout; style arms yellow; F. yellow, deeper in center, 
gold-chartreuse signal lines all over, broad; ruffled. Parentage 
unknown. Hillcrest 2017. 

‘BOILED CRAWFISH (Roland Guidry, LA, R. 2016). Cindy’s Iris 
2016. 

‘CAJUN POPCORN (Roland Guidry, LA, R. 2016). Cindy’s Iris 
2016. 

‘CHELSEA GIRL (Benny P. Trahan Sr., LA, R. 2012). Cindy’s Iris 
2017. 

‘CHOCTAW SKY (Cynthia Dufrene, LA, R. 2016). Cindy’s Iris 
2017. 

COOL THOUGHTS (Pat M. Norvell, R. 2017). Sdlg. CSUN1. 

LA, 34” (86 cm), E. S. cream-yellow base changing to white; 
style arms light yellow, tips white; F. yellow base blending to 
white edges, gold line signal to tip, slightly ruffled; slight sweet 
fragrance. Changing Shadows X unknown. 

CORAL ISLAND (Peter Jackson, R. 2017). Sdlg. 12C-3. LA, 
33.5” (85 cm), M. S. coral pink, green throat; style arms lemon, 
brushed peach-pink; F. coral pink, 6 gold steeple signals; 
ruffled. Bound for Glory X Little Ruby Slippers. 

CURRANT DELIGHT (Peter Jackson, R. 2017). Sdlg. 10B-1. LA, 
39.5” (100 cm), E-M. S. red-violet lightening to edges, gold line; 
style arms soft red-violet blend, darker midribs; F. red-violet, 

3 gold steeple signals; heavy ruffling. 3E-1: (Margaret Lee 
x Empress Josephine) X L0112-3: (Heather Pryor x Roman 
Warrior). 

‘CUTE AS (Peter Jackson, LA, R. 2015). Iris City 2017. 

DALLAS MOONLIGHT (Hooker Nichols, R. 2017). Sdlg. 16- 
100. LA, 32” (81 cm), M-L. S. creamy yellow-white, lemon 
wash in center and towards edge; style arms creamy white 


blended chartreuse and lemon; F. medium lemon, cream edge, 
chartreuse lines radiating all over, broad; serrated; large flower. 
7-1 A: (Thanksgiving Fest x Bera) X Heather Pryor. Hillcrest 
2017. 

EILEEN HOLLANDER (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 10-29. 
LA, 34-36” (86-91 cm), ML. S. medium red-violet, slight white 
suffusion; style arms red, widely edged yellow, yellow ridge 
and tips; F. medium red-violet, yellow crown signal. Frederick 
Douglass X Thanksgiving Fest. 

ELAINE KELLY (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 15-02. LA, 

36” (91 cm), M. S. medium pink; style arms deep pink, yellow 
ridge at base; F. medium pink, light yellow crown signal. 09-48: 
(02-21: (Emory Smith x Lake Sylvia) x Thanksgiving Fest) X 
06-21: (Tchoupitoulas x Mister Joe). 

ELLEN’S PAPARAZZI (Benny Trahan, R. 2017). Sdlg. 14-BR/ 
PK-04. LA, 30” (76 cm), E-M. S. orange-brown (RHS 173D), 
dark pink-violet edge, light ruffles; style arms light yellow- 
orange (18C), crest pink-violet; F. purple-brown (181A), darker 
purple (71 A) veining, large arrowhead orange-yellow (23A) 
signal, heavy ruffles; slight spicy fragrance. 10-02-01 brown 
sdlg X unknown. 

‘EVANGELINE’S LEGACY (Joseph Musacchia, LA, R. 2015). 
Louisiana Iris Gardens 2017. 

‘FLAMING HOT (Ron Betzer, LA, R. 2016). Iris City 2017. 

FOUCHON (Joseph Musacchia, R. 2017). Sdlg. 04-17-1. LA, 25- 
28” (63-71 cm), M. S. burnt orange; style arms maroon fading 
to beige edge; F. darker burnt orange, broken yellow sunburst 
signal with dark orange outline. Zydeco X Pointe Aux Chenes. 
Louisiana Iris Gardens 2017. 

GENTLE MEMORIES (Joseph Musacchia, R. 2017). Sdlg. 08- 
02-01. LA, 34-36” (86-91 cm), M. S. lemon yellow; style arms 
lime green, base darker; F. lemon yellow, thin lime green line 
signal. Just Add Water X Edna Claunch. Louisiana Iris Gardens 
2017. 

‘GULF MOON GLOW (Albert Faggard, LA, R. 1994). Plantation 
Point 2017. 

HELL FREEZES OVER (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 15- 
06. LA, 34” (86 cm), M. S. pale yellow, widely edged light red- 
orange; style arms yellow, edged red-orange; F. bright yellow, 
widely edged red-orange, small yellow arrowhead signal edged 
red-orange with red-orange line extending half the length of 
petal. Ride for Dixie X Zydeco. 

HIATUS (Hooker Nichols, R. 2017). Sdlg. 16-112. LA, 32” (81 
cm), M-VL. S. pewter-violet, deeper violet lines throughout; style 
arms chartreuse, washed yellow and violet; F. pewter-violet, 
darker lines throughout, edged white halfway around petal, huge 
chartreuse-yellow brushed white signal. Blue Splatter X 7-22A: 
(Bera x (unknown x Star Power)). Hillcrest 2017. 
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‘HOBOLOCHITTO (Cynthia Dufrene, LA, R. 2016). Cindy’s Iris 
2017. 

*HOT ZONE (Peter Jackson, LA, R. 2015). Iris City 2017. 

IGNATIUS REILLY (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 10-06. LA, 
34” (86 cm), M. S. deep red-violet; style arms red-violet; R deep 
red-violet, yellow arrowhead signal with orange center line. 
Remoulade X Henry Rowlan. 

JESSICA MAI (D. R. Grieves, R. 2017). Sdlg. L1162. LA, 35.5” 
(90M cm), M. S. cream (RHS 11D); style arms cream (11C); 

R same as standards, 6 yellow line signals, green veined 
(154B) throat. L0842: (L0424: ((L00115: (Flight of Fantasy x 
Sinfonietta) x unknown)) x Soft Hearted) X L0432: (L0211: 
(L0011 A: (Flight of Fantasy x Sinfionietta) x Crayfish) x Inn- 
Keeper). 

‘JINGLEHEIMER (Cynthia Dufrene, LA, R. 2016). Cindy’s Iris 
2017. 

*JUST ADD WATER (Patrick O’Connor, LA, R. 2015). Louisiana 
Iris Gardens 2017. 

KATELYN ANNE (D. R. Grieves, R. 2017). Sdlg. L0824. LA, 

31.5” (80 cm), L. S. velvety purple (RHS 79B); style arms 
mauve (79C); F. same as standards, 3 green-yellow line 
signals. Black Gamecock X unknown. 

‘KATHY’S CLOWN (Benny P. Trahan Sr., LA, R. 2014). Cindy’s 
Iris 2017. 

‘KENNY’S KEEPER (Benny Trahan, LA, R. 2016). Cindy’s Iris 
2017. 

‘KING ALEX (Benny P. Trahan Sr., LA, R. 2012). Cindy’s Iris 
2017. 

‘KISS MY GRITS (Cynthia Dufrene, LA, R. 2016). Cindy’s Iris 
2017. 

LABRADOR HOLLOW (Joseph Musacchia, R. 2017). Sdlg. 
04-24-01. LA, 38” (96 cm), M. S. lavender, edges darker; style 
arms light green, edges lavender; F. lavender, base lighter, 
veining gives a batik dyed look, green line signal. Ardoyne X 
Montegut. Louisiana Iris Gardens 2017. 

‘LADY REGINA (Elaine Bourque, LA, R. 2008). Louisiana Iris 
Farms 2017. 

LAST ISLAND (Joseph Musacchia, R. 2017). Sdlg. R3-15E-1. 

LA, 24-27” (61-69 cm), M. S. bubble gum pink; style arms 
cream-green; F. bubble gum pink; slightly ruffled. Parentage 
unknown. Louisiana Iris Gardens 2017. 

LEGALLY BLONDE (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 15-17. 

LA, 36-38” (91-96 cm), M. S. medium yellow; style arms yellow 
washed wine over lower %, yellow center ridge; F. medium 
yellow, narrow raised olive-green line signal surrounded by 
series of parallel olive lines over darker yellow ground. Eileen 
Hollander X Dark Dude. 

LET’S BEE HAPPY (Peter Jackson, R. 2017). Sdlg. 12J-1. LA, 
39.5” (100 cm), M. S. soft magenta, stippled; style arms cream, 
washed magenta; F. mid magenta, 3 two-toned gold signals; 
ruffled. Tarawera Flow X Mulberry Ripple. 

LIVE IN CONCERT (Hooker Nichols, R. 2017). Sdlg. 16-79. LA, 
30” (76 cm), M-L. S. violet-blue, near white edge; style arms 
chartreuse-yellow, light violet-blue ends; F. broad violet-blue, 


signal chartreuse-yellow; ruffled. 7-22A: (Bera x unknown) X 
Lab 4: (Undercover x Reflect). Hillcrest 2017. 

MAGAZINE STREET (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 13-07. 
LA, 34” (86 cm), M. S. medium purple, slight white suffusion; 
style arms brown-red, narrow yellow edge; F. violet-purple, 
yellow signal hidden by style but surrounded by a deep purple 
arrowhead extending half the length of petal. Tchoupitoulas X 
Cabildo. 

MAJESTIC VELVET (Rodney Barton, R. 2017). Sdlg. 

12REXBW1. LA, 32” (81 cm), M. S. blend of dark purple and 
purple madder, darker center line and veins; style arms same, 
fine cream edge; F. same as standards; open, slightly pendant 
form; velvet texture. Red Echo X Black Widow. 

MATILDA’S WALTZ (Peter Jackson, R. 2017). Sdlg. 13H-1. LA, 
37.5” (95 cm), EM. S. mid red-violet, variable softer color break, 
cream edge and reverse; style arms cream, overlaid red-violet; 
F. mid red-violet, cream edge and reverse, 6 gold steeple 
signals; heavily ruffled. Tarawera Flow X Mulberry Ripple. 

‘MICHIGAN IN DALLAS (Jill Copeland, LA, R. 2015). Ensata 
2017. 

MOUNTAIN SMOKE (Peter Jackson, R. 2017). Sdlg. 11E-2. 

LA, 37.5” (95 cm), E-M. S. lavender-grey; style arms lavender- 
violet; F. mid lavender-rose, 3 gold steeple signals; ruffled. 
Mulberry Ripple X Star Power. 

*MY JON JON (Cynthia Dufrene, LA, R. 2016). Cindy’s Iris 2017. 

‘NANIH WAIYA (Cynthia Dufrene, LA, R. 2016). Cindy’s Iris 
2017. 

‘OAKLANDS PRINCE (Peter Jackson, LA, R. 2015). Iris City 
2017. 

OVERDRESSED (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 09-47. LA, 
36” (91 cm), E. S. pale yellow lightly overlaid with light wine 
veins; style arms light yellow; F. pale yellow heavily overlaid 
with light wine veins, yellow dagger signal surrounded by 
orange blotch over wine veins. Our Parris X Big Charity. 

PARISIAN SPY (Hooker Nichols, R. 2017). Sdlg. 16-126. LA, 30” 
(76 cm), M-VL. S. rose-pink, deeper rose lines in center, edged 
white at times; style arms mauve, yellow edge; F. broad rose- 
pink blended beige with white edges, deeper lines throughout, 
broad gold-chartreuse signal. Valentine Passion X Rudkin 
FR42. Hillcrest 2017. 

‘PEARL RIVER PRINCESS (Cynthia Dufrene, LA, R. 2015). 
Cindy’s Iris 2015. 

PRESQUILLE (Joseph Musacchia, R. 2017). Sdlg. 08-05-04. LA, 
35-36” (89-91 cm), M. S. and style arms lavender, red center 
blush, blue to edge; F. same, yellow steeple signal outlined 
in maroon. Tchoupitoulas X Queen Jeanne. Louisiana Iris 
Gardens 2017. 

RAMPART STREET (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 14-02. 
LA, 32-34” (81-86 cm), M. S. bright violet-red; style arms light 
red-brown, dark violet ridge line, wide; F. bright violet-red, bright 
yellow arrowhead signal outlined and segmented by deep wine 
lines. Red Velvet Elvis X Bold Gamble. 

ROOSEVELT MALL (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 14-04. 
LA, 36” (91 cm), M. S. red-purple, lighter suffusion; style arms 
yellow at base overlaid red-purple toward red-purple tips, 


Fleur de Lis: The Journal of the Society for Louisiana Irises 


Fall 2018 


17 


wide; F. red-purple, bright yellow thumbprint signal. 09-48: (02- 
21: (Emory Smith, x Lake Sylvia) x Thanksgiving Fest) X 06-21: 
(Tchoupitoulas x Mister Joe). 

ROYAL TREATMENT (Hooker Nichols, R. 2017). Sdlg. 15- 
64. LA, 30” (76 cm), M-L. S. purple, edged white; style arms 
creamy yellow, washed purple; F. purple, edged white, deep 
radiating purple lines throughout petal, broad chartreuse-yellow 
fanned signal; ruffled. Rudkin 08PT2 X Deja Voodoo. Hillcrest 
2017. 

SAINT CHARLES AVENUE (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). Sdlg. 
09-46A. LA, 34-36” (86-91 cm), M. S. pale pink; style arms 
cream heavily overlaid green; F. pale pink, yellow line signal on 
all petals more pronounced on falls; loose form, overlapping 
petals; lightly ruffled. Big Charity X Chuck Begnaud. 

SELENA ROSE (D. R. Grieves, R. 2017). Sdlg. L1165. LA, 

31.5” (80 cm), E-M. S. violet-blue (RHS 89B); style arms 
same blending to veined green-yellow (154B) throat; F. same 
as standards, 3 yellow-green (151B) steeple signals. L0842: 
(L0424: ((L00115: (Flight of Fantasy x Sinfonietta) x unknown)) 
x Soft Hearted) X L0432: (L0211: (L0011A: (Flight of Fantasy x 
Sinfionietta) x Crayfish) x Inn-Keeper). 


‘SILVER DOLLAR SMOKE (Jeff Weeks, LA, R. 2011). Seandel 
2017. 

‘SILVER RUN CREEK (Cynthia Dufrene, LA, R. 2016). Cindy’s 
Iris 2017. 

‘STEELE BURDEN (Patrick O’Connor, LA, R. 2015). Louisiana 
Iris Gardens 2017. 

STEEN’S GOLD (Patrick O’Connor, R. 2017). SPEC (nelsonii), 
34-36” (86-91 cm), M. S. medium yellow; style arms same, 
light orange ridge on lower half; F. medium yellow, orange 
line signal. Collected by Amity Bass, Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries from Abbeville Swamp, Vermillion Parish, 
LA. I. nelsonii. 

‘STEPHANIE HELENE (Heather Pryor, LA, R. 2007). New 
Zealand Convention 2017. 

‘TARAWERA FLOW (Peter Jackson, LA, R. 2015). Iris City 
2017. 

‘WHY FIE (Jill Copeland, LA, R. 2015). Ensata 2017. 

‘WISE BLOOD (Patrick O’Connor, LA, R. 2015). Louisiana Iris 
Gardens 2017. 


*KEY 

An entry with descriptive details but no asterisk were new Registrations for 2017. Entries with an asterisk but no 
descriptive information were new Introductions in 2017 but were registered in an earlier year. 

Following the name of the iris, in parentheses, is: the name of the hybridizer; “LA” - the abbreviation for a Louisiana 
iris; and “R” plus a year, which is the year of registration. 

Next is the height of the bloom stalk in inches and centimeters. It is followed by the time of bloom: E - Early, M - 
Midseason, L - Late, or some combination of these. 

The description of the flower is divided between the Standards (“S”) and the Falls, (“F”). A description is usually 
given of the signal and the styles. 

Finally, if the iris has been introduced into commerce, the name of the nursery and the year of introduction are 
shown. 


All the information in the Registration 
and Introductions for the year - and 
much, much more — is available on 
the SLI Checklist CD, which can be 
purchased for ten dollars though the 
SLI Strorefront. 



Registrations and Introductions for 
every year in the AIS database going back to 1910 are 
included. Pictures are available for most irises, although 
these increase in frequency in later years and depend 
upon the hybridizer’s willingness to provide images. 


The CD Checklist is a searchable database. For example, 
one can ask for a list of irises registered or introduced by 
a particular hybridizer, all those that are early bloomers, 
allregistered in a particular year, all those with red falls, all 
above a specific height, and so forth. Lists that result from 
searches can be printed. 


How Can I Get These Irises? 

The irises that are Introduced are generally available from 
the commercial garden shown at the end of the entry. 
Check that nursery’s display ad in the Fleur or its listing 
in the Commercial Directory for contact information. Most 
irises that have been recently registered will be available 
eventually. Note the commercial garden that normally 
introduces for that hybridizer and watch for a future 
introduction or inquire about an introduction date. 

Do you like this feature? 

For many years the SLI Newsletter, the predecessor 
to the Fleur de Lis, published the Registrations and 
Introductions each year in one of its four quarterly issues. 
That practice was dropped around 2003 when the CD 
Checklist became available. If you value being able to 
browse through an annual printed list in the Fleur, let the 
editor know. 
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Cindyslouisianairis.com 




MA IR 


LOUISIA 


QUALITY LOUISIANA IRIS RHIZOMES 
GROWN IN MISSISSIPPI 
BY CYNTHIA DUFRENE 


Introductions 

2019 


Our new online catalog will be available mid-February 2019. It will display our 
complete inventory and feature the new Introductions of Cynthia Dufrene, Patrick 
O’Connor, Joe Musacchia, Benny Trahan and Roland Guidry. 


To place an order for 2019, please visit us at: 


2019 Introductions Offered at $50 
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GNOIS Offers Exciting New Education Resource 


GNOIS had some requests for the pdf files of the seven display boards about the Louisiana iris species 
that were used during the recent AIS/SLI convention. Some of these requests were to reproduce the 
display boards and some were for the purpose of displaying them as pictures in newsletters and so 
forth. GNOIS is very pleased that everyone enjoyed them so much and we are more than willing, as 
time allows, to send print-ready pdf's of any or all of the display boards shown here. Just send a request 
with a return email address through Facebook messenger by clicking on the "Send a Message" button 
below our cover photo on the Greater New Orleans Iris Society Facebook page, or email officers(5) 
louisianairisgnois.com. Let us know which of the display board pdf's you would like us to send you by a 

return email. 






I. nelsonii 


I. hexagona 


Is of hybrid Louisiana ir 
reated by hybridizers c 


called "cultr 


_ " The five 

Louisiana iris 
", species 

irevieau is 


l.giganticaerulea 


All Louisiana iris cultivars 
trace their linage back to 


" V2 trace their linage back 

,*r "« . * •-* * - 

•y ' these five species. 






Is your subscription to the Fleur de Lis 
expiring? 

Please check your mailing label to see if 
you need to renew your SLI membership!! 


Iris Gardener Q L2/18 , 
222 Louisiana Iris Lane 
Iris Bud, LA 12345 
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Collecting Native Irises in Louisiana 

~ Marvin Granger 

Introduction 

The following article from the AIS Bulletin in July 1961 by the late hybridizer Marvin Granger of Lake Charles warrants a few 
introductory observations. First, there are not many better expressions than this of the spirit and excitement that motivated folks back 
in the “days of collecting. 99 Although the irises had been out there untold thousands of years, they were only “discovered" as subjects 
for modern horticulture in the mid 1920s. As knowledge spread that a great variety of unrecognized and beautiful “new” plants were 
growing in the swamps and wetlands, exceedingly great interest was generated in some quarters. Given that these irises were entirely 
unknown in nurseries, the way to get them was to don boots and wade in. In many areas there were vast fields of irises, and no one 
thought much about ethical issues with collecting. It would have been hard to imagine the habitat destruction that would be visited 
upon them in future years. 

Marvin Granger came along at the end of the collecting period. His found semi-double iris ‘Creole Can-Can 9 was registered 
in 1956, but Marvin 9 s hybridizing career extended from the 1960s up until his death in 2003. Like most iris enthusiasts in the day, 
he gave up collecting for hybridizing, but the success of his program in part rested upon what he and others had found in the wild. 
Without the early collectors, modern hybrid Louisiana irises would not exist, or would be a pale shadow of what they have come to be. 
And none of the “double” Louisianas would exist at all if Marvin had not found ‘Creole Can-Can 9 , the only instance of such a form 
from the wild. The colony of irises in which he found ‘Creole Can-Can 9 was destroyed by saltwater from Hurricane Audrey in 1957. 

Marvin 9 s account raises the contemporary issue of whether collecting wild irises is a proper thing to do. In general, it is not, 
particularly not to secure plants to populate a garden and certainly not for commercial sales. SLI and the Greater New Orleans Iris 
Society sponsor programs with goals that are the very opposite of the results of over-collecting. Our projects seek to assure preservation 
of the variety offorms of wild Louisiana irises and, where possible, to plant them in natural areas. Collecting for this purpose is 
occasionally done, but the efforts primarily consist of assembling and increasing forms already in commerce or widely grown. In 
addition, when existing populations of wild irises are threatened by development, rescues are organized, with the plants generally used 
to repopulate areas where they once grew, to place them where they are accessible for public viewing, or to plant on land built up by 
reclamation projects such as Mississippi River diversions. These are rewarding efforts, but it would have been wonderful to have had 
the opportunity to explore for wild irises in the days before they were touched by “progress. 99 

-Patrick O 9 Connor 


I don’t think I actually realized how 
fortunate we are here in Louisiana with our 
abundance of native irises until I read an article 
in an AIS Bulletin not long ago about an inquiry 
on the culture of the bearded iris in the Deep 
South. The writer was very wise in asking 
why should we try to grow bearded irises here 
where they do not seem to do too well and 
where we have such a wealth of natural fields of 
Louisiana natives. 

Of course, I realize that those who do not 
live in the coastal areas are not always able to 
make trips to the iris fields; but those who do 
live close to the Gulf Coast and are interested in irises should 
make a trip during the blooming season to known iris fields, 
and I will guarantee that it won’t be their last trip to hunt for 
irises; and when “iris bursitis” sets in they can settle down 
to hybridizing, as I have done, and they are immediately in 
another field of exciting wonders and miracles of Mother 
Nature. 

Most of the iris collectors in Southwest Louisiana collect 


in the fields of Cameron Parish, about thirty 
miles south of Lake Charles. To give an idea 
how much fun the field trips can be if a little 
planning is done ahead of time, here is our 
format. Sometimes we go alone after working 
hours and hunt for irises in the remaining 
hours before dark. Most of the time though, 
our collector friends are called to try to make 
up a party of two or more for a day off or 
a Saturday trip. A lunch is prepared for a 
day trip and sometimes is not eaten until 
the hunger pains get so severe you finally 
realize that you’ve been walking through a 
blue-and-lavender cloud with an occasional white dot (Iris 
giganticaerulea alba) for probably three-fourths of the day. 
This may sound like strong talk, but if you could see the 
expression of disbelief on the face of an iris enthusiast the first 
time he sees a field of Louisiana native irises in bloom and you 
try to stop the car before he jumps out and wades in after the 
plants, forgetting to put on boots which are necessary in most 
cases,—then you would believe. 

Of the many trips we have made each season, to hunt for 



Marvin Granger 
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‘Creole Can-Can ’, the collected iris 
giganticaerulea that was the foundation 
of Marvin Granger’s breeding program 
for double Louisiana irises. 

new plicatas, or new shades or forms, 
to add to our garden collections, none 
is ever forgotten; but the most exciting 
event, besides finding your first white, is 
when you find your first rare iris. 

Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Holleyman 
found their triploid, ‘Ruth Holleyman’, 
as well as other beautiful natural 
hybrids. Bill Levingston found his show¬ 
winning white “GC” [giganticaerulea] 
‘Her Highness’ on one of his numerous 
field trips, as well as a very unusual 
white splattered with blue, which he 
appropriately calls “Excitement”. Mrs. 

W. E. Duplechain, one of the earliest 
collectors in this area, collected many 
varied and unusually hued native irises 
throughout South Louisiana, and John 
Neugebauer and Sam Redbum, across 
the lake in West Lake, Louisiana, have 
been ardent and successful collectors and 
hybridizers. John and Sam are among 
those who still get the fever every spring 
and head for the Cameron marshes 
during the iris season. A few years back 
Sam found an almost red GC which was 
truly a rare find. 

On one of our trips to the Cameron 
marshes, Chubby Vincent and I came 
upon the only true double that has been 
found in the Louisiana native irises SO 
far. You can imagine our excitement 
when, after several hours of going from 
colony to colony of irises, closely noting 
the variations and looking for something 
different to take home, I noticed 
something growing along the edge of a 
colony that looked like irises that orioles 

22 


had played hob with and had literally 
torn apart, as they often do. Excitement 
mounted as we noticed that this was 
a double iris and wasn’t just a freak 
blossom because it was blooming in 
numbers all along and through one side 
of this particular colony. It evidently had 
been growing there for an untold number 
of years, multiplying vegetatively along 
with the rest of the colony. We dug a 
number of the plants and marked the 
spot where they were located. At the 
time and for several years afterwards 
we were not fully aware of the rareness 
of this mutation. As an unregistered 
iris, I named it Ballerina, and its first 
appearance in the Society for Louisiana 
Irises spring show in 1956 was under 
that name. Later I decided to register 
the iris and was very much disappointed 
to find out that the name Ballerina had 
already been used for a registered iris, 
so I named it ‘Creole Can-Can’. We call 
it “Can-Can” for short now, but it is still 
“Ballerina” to me. 

So you see what could happen to 
you on your first trek to a field of native 
Louisiana irises in bloom. To quote 
Miss Aline Arceneaux, secretary of 
the Society for Louisiana Irises, “This 
disease, though not fatal, is practically 
incurable.” 

Hybridizing has rapidly come to the 
front as a major factor in the creation of 
the new Louisiana irises you see today. 
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Holleyman’s iris 
garden is a shining example of what can 
be done with planned hybridizing of 
good iris stock. Mr. Holleyman’s ‘Royal 
Lady’ was a show-stopper at the iris 
show in Lafayette last year. It is a pale 
purple and one of the new, very large, 
flat-form hybrids. A beautiful yellow 
seedling of his took first place in the 
unregistered-iris category at the spring 
show last year. The Holleyman yard in 
Lake Charles is a show in itself during 
the spring months and has become a 
gathering place for iris enthusiasts and 
flower lovers in this section of the State. 
Through the years many beautiful new 
hybrids have come from the Holleyman 
garden and they have been constant 


show winners. 

Others in this area who are 
contributing a great deal toward the 
improvement of Louisiana irises through 
hybridizing are Bill Levingston, John 
Neugebauer, and Sam Redbum. Eye¬ 
catching blooms from their cultivars 
have been showing up in increasing 
numbers each year at the Society for 
Louisiana Irises show in Lafayette. So 
far we have not had to rely entirely on 
our hybridizing for new irises because 
of the nearness of the natural fields of 
native irises, but as industries close in 
on some of our iris hunting grounds, 
we may someday have to rely on 
hybridizing altogether. If so, creating 
new irises through hybridizing is a 
fascinating and rewarding hobby, one 
which is steadily gaining in interest and 
recognition in Southwest Louisiana. 



Louisiana irises descendant from 
Granger’s double ‘Creole Can-Can 
‘Starlite Starbrite’ (1981), ‘Rose Cartwheel 9 
(1980), and ‘RokkV (1985) 
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‘Creole Canary’, another iris that 
came from breeding with ‘Creole 
Can-Can’ 



‘Double Talk’, which shows a 
pronounced doubling effect 



‘Flareout ’, another 
popular double iris 



‘Sam Redburn ’, a Granger iris that 
did not come from his double iris 
hybridizing. 



‘Kay Nelson ’, Marvin Granger’s 
DeBaillon Medal winning iris 



‘Delta Star’, due to its vigor, is 
probably Granger’s most widely 
grown iris 


What are “Double” 
Louisina Irises? 

Irises have six petals, three 
“falls” and three “standards.” It is a 
rare aberation when they do not. In 
nature, the signal is at the base of 
the falls, not on the standards. 

In irises referred to as 
“doubles” or “semi-doubles”, 
there are two general deviations 
from this pattern. The first is extra 
“petaloids”, appendages that might 
be described as mini-petals. They 
are petal shaped but not fully 
formed, and thus the flowers are not 
tmly “double”. That is, they lack 
six falls and six standards. But they 
are irregular in form’ and they look 
“doublish.” In some descendants of 
‘Creole Can-Can’ there also appear 
to be extra styles, creating an even 
more frilly (some would say messy) 
look. Hybrids from breeding that 
began with ‘Creole Can-Can’ are 
interesting novelties at the least and 
can be a very attractive addition to 
the garden. 

The second deviating attribute 
of ‘Creole Can-Can’ is that it 
exhibits an “all falls” form, meaning 
that every petal, not just the falls, 
have a signal. Sometimes such irises 
are called “cartwheels”. 

Irises can be cartwheels without 
having the extra petaloids of the 
doubles, and irises of this form 
occur outside a line of breeding 
back to ‘Creole Can-Can’. In fact, 
there is a collected “all falls’ I. 
brevicaulis that is entirely unrelated 
to the I. giganticaerulea variant 
‘Creole Can-Can’. From time to 
time, a hybridizer will introduce a 
new iris with the cartwheel form. 


Marvin Granger lived in Lake Charles, Louisiana, near the Texas 
border in southwest Louisiana. He registered and introduced over 
45 Louisiana irises and was awarded the Distinguished Hybridizer 
Medal by the American Iris Society in 2002. His iris ‘Kay Nelson ’ 
won the Mary Swords DeBaillon Medal in 1995. 
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Briarwood Reflections 

-Story arid Photos by Richard Johnson 


Oh my, how we are missing the cool wet weather of 
spring! The weather turned hot and dry the beginning of May 
and has remained so ever since. With the heat so intense so 
early, many of our plants were scalded as their leaves had not 
had a chance to harden off and develop that mature “waxy” 
finish that protects them. Even the Wildflower Meadow with 
its full sun loving plants is struggling. 

On a brighter note, our Torreya taxifolia’s (aka Florida 
Yews) are creating quite a bit of excitement in the Torreya 
Guardians community. This is the first time that many of 
them have heard of these trees outside their native range, 
and to add to the excitement, the large Torreya below the log 
house has put on six seed cones that we have found, so far. 
They are quite hard to spot, so hopefully we will find more 
before they mature. Our plan is to collect them, share some 
with the Torreya Guardians to improve their genetic diversity 
and keep some to germinate for planting here at the preserve. 
Caroline Dormon collected the original Torreyas from a farm 
in Apalachicola, Florida sometime around 1950. For more 


information on this fascinating plant, please visit their website: 
http://www.torreyaguardians.org/louisiana.html 

Though it is summer, we have some hot weather bloomers 
showing off in the woods and Bay Garden. In the woods, the 
Plumleaf Azaleas, Rhododendron prunifolium , are putting on 
their brilliant red flowers, really standing out against the dark 
green of the surrounding foliage. In the Bay Garden, the iris 
companion plants are showing their colors. These include 
the Red Star Hibiscus, Hibiscus coccineous ; Joe Pye Weed, 
Eutrochium purpureum , Crimsoneyed Hibiscus, Hibiscus 
moscheutos , Pickerelweed, Pontederia cordata , and others are 
showing their brilliant colors of red, pink, crimson and blue. 

It is exciting to announce that some of the Girl Scouts 
from Troop 1512 in Natchitoches have taken on the task of 
cleaning the gravestones and recording the grave information 
for the old cemetery which is part of the Briarwood Preserve. 

It will be great to have this extraordinary piece of Briarwood 
history preserved for future generations. 



Torreya Seed Cone Plumleaf Azaleas 


2018 Calendar of Events: 

Summer - Though we are closed for general tours, we are always available to show you around with an appointment. 

Fall Opening Day - Saturday, October 6th. 

Fall Tom Sawyer Day - Saturday, October 27th 

Fall Plant Sale - Saturday, November 3rd. 

e=a 

] Calendar 1 

! 

Briarwood is open for guided tours in March, April, May, October and November on Saturdays from 9 am until 5 pm and 
Sundays from 12 pm until 5 pm. Appointments for other times and for large groups are available by special request 

Briarwood Contact Information: 

318-576-3379 • briarwoodnp@gmail.com • https://www.faceboob.com/cdormon 
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Society for Louisiana Irises Storefront 


THE LOUISIANA IRIS: THE TAMING OF AN AMERICAN WILDFLOWER 

Contributing Editors: Marie Caillet, J. Farron Campbell, Kevin C. Vaughn, and Dennis Vercher 
Details: 254 pp, 111 color photos, 5 watercolors, 21 b/w photos, 14 line drawings, 11 tables, hardcover. 

This authoritative treatment by The Society for Louisiana Irises is based on the first edition published by the 
Society in 1988, but it is considerably expanded. It covers every aspect of the history, botany, and development 
of these distinctive irises, with particular emphasis on the newest hybrids, hybridizing techniques, and cultural 
practices, and also includes suggestions for their use in the landscape and in floral arrangements. It should serve 
to introduce a wider gardening public to these colorful and versatile flowers. - $30.00 



Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises - The History of Hybridizing (2007) 

This Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises is a 100-page summary of how the “ditch irises” of 
Louisiana have been tamed and introduced into American gardens. Contents include informative articles on such 
early pioneers as Mary Swords DeBallion, Caroline Dorman, and Percy Viosca; the Shreveport and Lake Charles 
groups, the California hybridizers, and a wide variety of other contributors to the development of the Louisiana 
iris. Includes 30 color photographs of outstanding cultivars. Paperbound. - $5.00 plus $2.00 shipping within U.S. 



Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises honoring Marie Caillet (1915-2010) 

This is a very high quality publication that pays tribute to Marie Caillet, a charter member of SLI, longtime 
editor of the SLI newsletter, and the ’’grandmother” of SLI for many of us. This is a 52 page 8.5 x 10 
publication in full color with many pictures of Marie, species Louisiana irises, Marie Caillet Cup Winners with 
pictures, a listing of SLI Distinguished Merit Award winners from 1989 to 2010, and memories of Marie written 
by several members of SLI. - $10 plus $3 shipping within US 



MARIE CAILLET 

1915-2010 


The Society tor Louisiana Irises 


Louisiana Iris Hybridizers 1985-2010 

This is a paper bound booklet consisting of 99 pages of color pictures, the Marie Caillet Cup Winners from 
2001 to 2010 with color pictures, the Mary Swords DeBaillon Medal winners from 1986 to 2010 with color 
pictures and many articles written by the hybridizers during the period 1985 to 2010. This is a companion 
book for the Special Publication of 2007, which contains information on the hybridizers from the beginning 
to 1984. - $5 plus $2 shipping within US 



Special Publication of the Society for Louisiana Irises 1995 

This paper bound special publication, edited by Marie Caillet and Joseph Mertzweiller, consist of 86 pages and contains ”a 
half-century of progress”, information on hybridizers, the development of the tetraploid LA irises, information on LA irises in 
Australia, culture of LA irises and many beautiful pictures of LA irises. There is a limited supply of of this publication remaining 
so get them while they last. - $5 plus $2 shipping within US 


The SLI Louisiana Iris Checklist CD! 

The CD checklist is illustrated with photos of many of the cultivars and it can be displayed in three formats. 
It has a powerful search feature that allows you to search the checklist by cultivar attributes such as name, 
date of introduction, hybridizer, parentage and much more. The checklist lists names, descriptions, breeder/ 
introducer and parentage of iris cultivars from the 1920’s through the present. The iris are grouped by year of 
registration and/or introduction. The CD will cost $10 for delivery to the United States, 



Any of these products & other Iris materials can be ordered from the SLI Treasurer Ron Killingsworth. 
For shipment outside US please contact Ron Killingsworth directly for pricing 
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Commercial Directory 


Aitben’s Salmon 
Creeb Garden 

608 NW 119th Street 
Vancouver, WA 98685-3802 

Ph. (360) 573-4472 
aitken@flowerfantasy.net 

www.flowerfantasy.net 

Featuring Beardless and 
Bearded Irises 


Hillcrest Iris Gardens 

3365 Northaven Rd 
Dallas, TX 75229 
(214) 352-2191 

www.Hillcrestlris.Corn 

Catalog online 
Louisiana irises 
Introduced by 
Hooker Nichols 


Bois d’Arc Gardens 

Bud & Rusty McSparrin 
1831 Bull Run Road 
Schriever, LA 70395 

Phone: 985-446-2329 
Email: bois@charter.net 
Web: www.bois-darc.com 

Catalog with 
color photos online 

Wholesale & Retail Prices 


Iris City Gardens 

7675 Younger Creek Road 
Primm Springs, TN 38476 
800-934-4747 

email@iriscitygardens.com 

www.iriscitygardens.com 

Full catalog with color 
pictures available online. 

Catalog text available as 
a PDF download 
from the website. 


Cindy’s Louisiana Iris 

93 Cassaday Drive 
Carriere, MS 39426 

Phone: (601)798-3352 
Cell: (601)799-6780 
www.cindyslouisianairis.com 
cindyslairis@gmail.com 

Wholesale & Retail 
Hybrid & Native LA Iris 
Featuring introductions by 
Roland Guidry & Benny Trahan 

Catalog online - list free 
upon request 


Louisiana Iris Farms 

103 Kimball Drive 
Lafayette, LA 70508 
(337) 277-9930 

www.louisianairis.com 

Wholesale and Retail 
as per website 

Featuring introductions 
by Kevin Vaughn 
& Elaine Bourque 


Collier’s Garden 

PO. Box 32 

Lawson, MO 64062-0032 

Ph. (816) 580-7116 

thomascollier@juno.com 

FREE Catalog 
upon Request 

Louisiana Irises, Rebloom 
Bearded Irises, Daylilies 


Louisiana Iris Gardens 

Tully, NY 

Full color catalog and 
contact information 
available online at www. 
louisianairisgardens.com 

Introducing nursery for 
Joe Musacchia, Patrick 
O’Connor, Harry Wolford, 
and more. 


Plantation Point 


Redbud Lane 

Nursery 


Iris Garden 

10325 Caddo Lake Road 


2282 N. 350th Street 

Mooringsport, LA 71060 


Kansas, IL 61933 

(318)996-7077 

plantationpointnursery@ 


(217)948-5478 

gmail.com 


redbud142@gmail.com 

Louisiana Irises 


Catalog $1.00 

& Daylilies 


Louisiana and Bearded 

Call or write for more 


Irises 

information 





‘Little Woods’ (O’Connor, 2004) 
~Photo by Patrick O’Connor 


Advertising Information 

Listings at the rate of $15.00 for four quarterly issues beginning with the spring issue. Costs prorated for listings 
beginning in later issues. No one time listings. Listings may include name, address, phone, wholesale/retail status, 
and specialty. Additional advertising information can be found here: http://www.louisianas.ora/index.php/advertisina 
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AMERICAN IRIS Society. SLI has elected to 
participate as a Section within the American Iris 
Society. Sections generally deal with the other 
types of irises, Spurias, Siberian, Japanese, and 
so forth. 

SLI members are not automatically members 
of AIS, and a relatively few choose to join that 
organization. AIS membership is well worth 
considering, however. The organization publishes 
a beautiful quarterly Bulletin, IRISES, that covers 
all types of irises. While a small percentage of the 
pages deal directly with Louisianas, there is much 
to be learned by an appreciation of the Genus of 
which they are a part. 

There are many benefits of AIS membership 
that you can discover by exploring their website: 
www.irises.org Membership information is 
there, including an electronic membership at a 
lower price, $15. Regular individual AIS dues 
are: Single Annual, $30; Dual Annual, $35. Dues 
can be sent to: Tom Gormley, AIS Membership 
Secretary, RO. Box 177, DeLeon Springs, FL 
32130 USA. Email: aismemsec@irises.org 



SLI CONVENTION 2019 will be held in 
Lafayette, Louisiana. Please put April 5-7 on 
your 2019 calendar and plan to attend! 


Membership Information 

Society for Louisiana Irises 
Founded 1941 

MEMBERSHIP To join or renew membership, send dues along 
with your name, address, telephone number and email address 
(if any) to Ron Killingsworth, SLI Treasurer, 10329 Caddo Lake 
Road, Mooringsport, LA 71060. Make checks payable to the 
Society for Louisiana Irises. 

Membership begins the month your application is received. If 
you are renewing, the renewal will extend your membership 
by the number of years you chose to renew. If your current 
expiration date is 09/** and you renew for three years in July 
(07), your new membership will be 09/**+ three years. You do 
not lose any months by renewing your membership early. If you 
are late in renewing, the renewal will be applied to the month in 
which your membership expired 

DUES Rates for membership are: 

SUBSCRIBERS IN THE UNITED STATES: 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS: 

• Yearly, $17 

• Triennial, $45 

• Life, $1,000 

• Youth, $5 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS: 

• Yearly, $22 

• Triennial, $60 

INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIBERS: 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIPS: 

• Yearly, $30 

• Triennial, $82 

• Life, $1,000 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIPS: 

• Yearly, $33 

• Triennial, $90 


Society for Louisiana Irises Membership Form 


L 


Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_ 

Email:_ 

United States Subscribers Annual Dues: 
[ ] Youth-$5.00 
[ ] I Year (Individual)-$I7.00 
[ ] 3 Year (lndividual)-$45-00 
[ ] I Year (Family)-$22.00 
[ ] 3 Year (Family)-$60.00 
[] Life-$I,000.00 



State:- Zipc. 

Phone Number:_ 


International Subscribers Annual Dues: 
[ ] I Year (lndividual)-$ 30.00 
[ ] 3 Year (lndividual)-$82.00 
[ ] I Year (Family)-$33.00 
[ ] 3 Year (Family)-$ 90.00 

[] Life-$I,000.00 


Return Form & Payment To: 

Society for Louisiana Irises 
10329 Caddo Lake Road 
Mooringsport, LA 71060 
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